
 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  : Welcome to January 2025 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

The Devon Historic Churches Trust’s Choral Evensong at St Andrew’s 
Moretonhampstead was a wonderful celebration of the Trust’s charitable work. The 
Trustees were delighted to see so many friends and supporters and were so grateful to 
St Andrew’s churchwardens and church community for welcoming us all to their 
beautiful church and to Chagford Choir.   The Service was led by The Reverend 
Prebendary Sue Sheppard, the address by the Right Reverend Nick McKinnel and  
Prayers were led by Lady Mary Burnell-Nugent, Chairman of Devon Historic Churches 
Trust. Refreshments were enjoyed after the Service. 

We were delighted to have the opportunity to meet Trust friends at St Andrew’s Church 

as they always take part in DHCT’s Fund-raising day.  On Saturday 12
th

 September a 
group of 3 parishioners, Christine Walton, Mike Jeffery and Guy Shepherd + a black 
spaniel, walked a circular route from Moretonhampstead to North Bovey and back, 
some 5 miles, raising £1,043. This was the second highest amount raised in 2024.  
Thank you so much.   



Devon Historic Churches Fun Day 2024 

The warm sunny days of last September now seem to be a distant memory. Walkers and 

cyclists were fortunate to enjoy fair weather for their adventures on bicycle, by car or on 

foot.  Ride & Stride folk were out and about from coast to countryside, town and city.  

Funds raised to date are £25,500 of which £10,620 has been returned to the parishes that 

raised funds. The ‘top of the fund-raising chart’ so far is Modbury parish church of St 

George with a fantastic £1,424.64.  Other parishes raising funds in excess of £1,000 

include Westhill, St Michael and Kingsteignton PCC.  Well done to everyone and a huge 

thank you to those who sent us photos.  Here are some of them:- 

St Michael’s Church, West Hill 
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Fund Raising Day 2024 Poster Competition 

 
 

Richard and Sue from St Michael’s Church, West Hill, told me that Team West Hill had 6 
riders cycling on the day including Chris and Killian Hall seen here.  There were 4 cyclists 
who visited St Michael's on the day.  Sue was delighted to tell us that 2024 has been one of 
their best years and she hoped to transfer to DHCT a total of £1,035 including a donation of 
£100.  Thank you, Team West Hill.  

At Dawlish parish church of St Gregory volunteers offered tours of the tower, a bric-a-brac 

stall and afternoon teas. I enjoyed the company of ‘Ride & Stride’ cyclists from Holcombe when 

we enjoyed tea in the Narthex at St Greg’s before cycling on to Starcross on the Exe Estuary.  

My car journey next stop was St Mary’s Ideford where our DHCT friends and supporters were 

serving refreshments in the village hall. 

  

 



 
2024 Fund Raising Day around the County                                     
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Exeter Christianity Deanery 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

On 14th September 2024 the Exeter Cathedral

Community once more supported the work of Devon

Historic Churches Trust by riding and striding to great

effect in two separate events one for cyclists and one

for walkers. The two groups visited some of the

historic churches in and around the city and

countryside with other members of the Cathedral

Community, while raising funds for DHCT. Riders and

Striders said that they looked forward to the annual

opportunity to support the Trust s work and to keep

active at the same time.

Both events started from the Cathedral. Riders, who

were led by Canon Phil Wales set off at  .15am and

headed off to the countryside, cycling to Exmouth and

back. Striders, led by Canon Cate Edmonds, started

at 10am and visited five of the city centre churches,

including St Olave s where Cate and Fiona Moffat

studied the history of the church. A huge thank you

to all who took part in these adventures.           

         

Devon Historic 

Churches Trust seeks 

a Representative for 

Christianity Deanery.  

Please contact the 

Editor/Trustee if 

you would like to 

help the Trust in 

this rewarding and 

supportive role.  



Last year the Trustees invited those taking part in DHCT Fund-raising Day, incorporating Ride & 

Stride, to send us their event poster to upload on our website alongside the ‘Guide for Open 

Churches’. We chose Woolsery’s poster as a winner for its visual impact, information and creative 

design. We were impressed at the variety of activities on offer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event programme on offer at All Hallows started with the bellringers introducing the  various 

featured activities, including a chance to climb the tower, a ‘Teddy Parachute Drop’, crafts, and 

refreshments. Local Beavers and Cubs also participated, using the InfoPoint system to earn their 

local knowledge badges.  Reverend Jane Skinner added, “Capturing events, achievements, and 

stories is a gift for the future. We hope that this will inspire spiritual exploration in All Hallows, 

including meeting Jesus, who is depicted in the church's stained-glass window." 
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12,000 STEPS A DAY! 

Please support the Trust in any way you can, perhaps by holding an event or sponsorship at any 

time of the year. We value everyone who supports us at our fund-raising events that are vital for 

the Trust’s ability to award grants.  It is important that we all do something.  Robert Middleton 

of Chawleigh is currently raising funds for Devon Historic Churches Trust.  He has challenged 

himself to walk 12,000 steps each day through December, January and February.  At the start of 

his challenge last year, Robert told ‘Crediton Country Courier’, “I am passionate about 

conservation and preservation of our beautiful historic churches. Sadly, we often take our priceless 

heritage for granted, not realising all the many benefits churches and chapels bring to local 

communities and the UK economy.”  Thank you, Robert.  We think of you throughout rain, snow 

and winter storms and look forward to hearing from you as you complete your challenge.  To 

support Robert please visit his JustGiving page www.justgiving.com/page/devonhct 

“ Voices of Woolsery” 

On Saturday 14th September, All Hallows Church in 

Woolsery, North Devon, launched the "Voices of 

Woolsery" an interactive digital history trail through 

its new InfoPoint system, which includes an engaging 

mix of audio and visual content, quizzes, and puzzles. 

The project was made possible through funding from 

a Heritage Lottery grant. Visitors can now explore the 

centuries-old history of the church and village by 

scanning a QR code on the InfoPoint, gaining access 

to the archive of stories, memories, and historical 

details, attracting more than 200 locals and visitors. 

The event was part of the Devon Historic Churches 

‘Ride and Stride initiative.” 

 

                                     

 

http://www.justgiving.com/page/devonhct


Deanery Representatives play a very important role within the Trust.  They not only support and 
encourage participation in the annual fund-raising day but actively engage with Mission 
Communities, often representing Devon Historic Churches Trust at celebrations to mark the 
successful completion of church projects and talking about the Trust at Deanery Synod meetings. 
Paul Cooper has represented the Trust in the Barnstaple Deanery for many years and he has asked 
me to tell you about Abbotsham Parish Church in North Devon. 
 

   
 
I am sure that many of you involved in church projects will be familiar with the problems of water 
ingress in bell towers.  I was most interested to receive these photos illustrating work in progress 
on the tower roof at Abbotsham.   
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

Torridge Coastal Mission Community of four churches in North Devon, includes St Helen s, Abbotsham, a Grade

II Listed church in the heart of the small village. In February 2024 Paul told the Trustees of a very familiar

problem caused by the physical condition of the bell tower stonework. Serious fractures to the masonry of the

south and west wall has allowed water to enter the church, rotting timbers, loose stones and damage to the

internal plasterwork and allowing rainwater ingress into the ringing chamber. The bell ringers were unable to ring

a full peal of bells. The tower floods in periods of heavy rain, causing damage to the fabric of the church that is

featured on Historic England s Heritage  At Risk .

The cost of remedial works was £1 4, 36 an enormous sum for a church with just 34 people on their electoral roll.

Grants had been secured from local and national charities but there was a shortfall in funding of £13,000

Paul told us that the community had prepared a booklet and leaflet outlining the project and had letters of support

from the Archdeacon of Barnstaple and the vice chair of the trust responsible for the local C of E primary school.

DHCT awarded a grant of £4,000 towards the £13,000 shortfall in funding. The grant was released in May when

Tony Nicholls, PCC Secretary, told us that,

 The DHCT grant would help significantly towards the cost of the urgently needed repairs to the church tower roof.

The photos illustrate that work is progressing well and an invoice from the specialist roofing contractor provides

evidence of project expenditure.  Paul represented the Trustees at an event in September to celebrate completion of

the tower repair work and mark the launch of Torridge Coastal Mission Community. Several people commented on

how lovely it was to hear the bells ring out again.

                                            

      
                                                              

                                                             

                                                                       

                                                                 

                                                                     

                                                 

                                                                

                                                              

                                                            

                                                                

                                                                     

                                                               

                                                                 

                                                                 

                                                                     

                                                            

                                                                

                                                                     

      

                              
                              

                                                  
                                                 
                                                
                                                      
                                                     
                                                    
                                                   
                                                     
                                                  
                                                
                                               
                                                   
                                                  
                                            

Listed Places of Worship Grant 

Scheme 



DEVON HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 2025 NEWS  and  EVENTS 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church walking tours and pilgrimages are increasingly popular as an opportunity to visit some 
of Devon’s historic churches with friends or as an organised group.  If any of the Trust’s Deanery 
Representatives, friends and supporters would like to organise a tour of churches in your 
respective parish or mission community please do let me know. 

                                                         
Our friend, Douglas Young has posted reports on over 100 Devon churches on the Trust’s 
www.devonchurchland.co.uk website.  We really do recommend that you visit some of those 
churches and enjoy seeing at first hand, “Devon’s extraordinary churches, enchanting art and 
deep history.”   
Would you like to write a blog!?  Is there a story connected to churches, parishes and people in 
Devon that you would like to post on our Devon Churchland website? Nicholas Riall has just 
posted a blog about the discovery and restoration of a long lost sixteenth century masterpiece in 
Devon. Fascinating to read. 
 
Devon Historic Churches Trust Fun Day in 13/14 September 2025, or any date to suit you.  
Please let us know your plans so that we can help promote and advertise the event.  We are always 
pleased to hear from any of you who might be undertaking a challenge, seeking sponsorship or 
support.  It is never too early to start planning!  We could always help with ideas, templates for 
posters or donation/sponsorship form.  Perhaps you would like to invite a Trust’s representative 
to speak at your Parish or Deanery Synod meeting?  
 

                                   
                                                                        
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
We look forward to seeing you at various events and activities throughout the coming year.   Have 

fun in your fund-raising but please stay safe.  Please send me photos and any press articles about 

your fund-raising events and church building projects so that we can share your experience, 

challenge and success with others through our emerging new website. 

Newsletter Editor/Trustee :  Mrs Lee Ann Martin 
Email:  DHCT.LeeAnn@outlook.com .  Tel: 07552302293 

 

The Trust is so pleased that the Rt Reverend Bishop Mike, 

Bishop of Exeter, has given us permission to hold an ‘Open 

Gardens’ event at the Bishop’s Palace this year.  The Bishop 

has offered us Sunday 30th March, 6th and 13th April.  

James, the Bishop’s Palace gardener, has suggested that 

visitors might enjoy a talk by an expert on trees to 

accompany a walk around the gardens.  As last year during 

Lent, we will be offering visitors tea/coffee, hot cross buns.  

Please look out for posters and features on the Trust’s 

website for details. 

http://www.devonchurchland.co.uk/
mailto:DHCT.LeeAnn@outlook.com

