Malcolm and Shirley and Haylor in the Otter valley on RIDE and STRIDE 2025 — from
Colaton Raleigh to Payhembury visiting West hill, Wiggaton, Venn Ottery and Newton
Poppleford

We were delighted by the donations we received from neighbours, friends, family and members of
Tipton St John and St Gregory's Venn Ottery, and St Luke's Newton Poppleford, and St Mary's OSM,
and also a WhatsApp group from Bristol university Medical School year of '82, who were very
generous in supporting Devon Historic Churches Trust. We had a really enjoyable ride around the 12
churches of the Otter Vale mission community, and were able to stop off at each church en route to
pray for peace in Ukraine and Gaza. We also enjoyed the biscuits and refreshments provided courtesy
of several churches en route. The weather was kind to us, and we only had a couple of short showers
of rain, so for the most part dodged the heavier showers. We managed to find Escot and Alfington
churches, and noted the connection of Alfington with the Rev. Patteson, who was a missionary to the
Solomon Islands, and is commemorated in the Patteson Way walk from St Andrews Old Feniton, to
OSM. We managed a relatively traffic free route with only one steep climb up to West hill from Tipton
through Metcombe. We have a very low gear deliberately on our tandem so we can get up the
hills! Our paths crossed with Haylor Lass from Newton Poppleford at the beginning of our ride and
at the end in our nearest church of St Gregory Venn Ottery. He appears in some of our photos. Out
total raised for DHCT was £700 plus £125 gift aided. A total of £825. Thankyou to all our generous
donors

Haylor Lass has given permission to use his photos for DHCT purposes.



