'\ DEVOIT HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

Dedicated to providing funding for our church buildings in their hour of need

\ / Patrons: www.devonhistoricchurches.co.uk
The Lord-Lieurenant of Devon. The Lord Bishop of Exerer. Charity No. 1189807

Welcome to our November 2025 Newsletter
It’s all about Fun!

Our annual Devon Historic Churches Day raised a fantastic amount this year. We are so grateful to all the
volunteers throughout the parishes, their friends, family and supporters who raised such important funds to
support our Devon churches. Thank you to those who have sent me their stories and photos to share on
our website. Here are a few for you to enjoy. Please remember to look at our website
www.devonhistoricchurches.co.uk to see more photos, details of Fun Day and future activities.

-

“St James, Jacobstowe, welcomed a record number of visitors to cream
teas on a very damp Saturday. The church was full, with every pew, chair,
choir stalls and even the pulpit occupied by a very happy crowd enjoying
their correctly-assembled Devon scones with cheese scones for those
lacking a sweet tooth. We had to improvise a special cream scone with
a candle when we discovered that it was the 92nd birthday of one of
our visitors. We were delighted to have raised £472 for the Trust.”
Duncan Michie, Trustee
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Devon Historic Churches Trust Fundraising Events at St Clement’s Powderham 2025

Jennifer Rowland, DHCT Deanery Representative,
reported that St Clement’s Church, Powderham,
hosted four Open Days in September, over the
weekends of 13" & 14" and 20" & 21*. The church
.44 opened from 1pm until 5pm each day with
B speakers, musical interludes, delicious cream teas!
On Saturday 13" Charlie Courtenay, the Earl of
| Devon, gave a talk on the history of the Courtenay
Family at Powderham Castle. This was very
interesting and informative and was well attended
by over 40 people.

Sunday 14™ Renowned actor, Paul Jesson,
entertained us with readings by Evelyn Waugh, John
Betjemen & Philip Larkin and others, all on the
theme of ‘Buildings’.

Angus Ramsay and Francis played keyboard and flute both days,
with Darcey Mortimer

on the violin and saxophone (not at the same time!) on Sunday.
The following weekend:

On Saturday 20" James Lee, a young, local historian who is
training to be an archivist, continuing the theme of ‘Buildings’,
gave a talk on the history of Powderham Church, which was
established in the 13* Century.

On Sunday 21*, Ed Dolphin, from Sidmouth Arboretum,
introduced an audience of around 40 visitors, to the trees of

Powderham and how they had reached here from their various
places around the World.

The musical interludes were provided by John Hammond on
keyboard and Angus Ramsay playing the church organ.

These talks brought more visitors to Powderham Church as
well as the opportunity to hear some lovely music and eat
delicious cakes and cream teas!

We had around 100 visitors each weekend, both had one day of
sunny weather and one of rain.

Richard King, DHCT Trustee, also visited Powderham church on 14 September in time to
hear the talk by the Earl of Devon. Richard told us that on his first tour of participating
churches on Devon Historic Churches Fund Day, he was pleased to meet some of the
parishioners and sign the visitors’ book. Earlier that day he had visited St John’s Church.
Bishopsteignton where he met Hilary Corlett, a long-standing friend of DHCT, with a good
crowd, a lot of activity, excellent looking refreshments, and a talk ‘The Admirals of
Bishopsteignton.” “Sadly, at St Michael’s Teignmouth it was pretty quiet at about 12:10
with only about 8 parishioners present but plenty of cake on display.”
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Danny Semorad, our DHCT Representative for Okehampton Deanery sent us his report

of the church visits enjoyed by him and Jane on DHCDay 2025
“We did our fundraiser at St James’ Bondleigh last week, which leaves us free to visit other churches
yesterday. We showed a film about the fascinating life of Roger Cleverdon ‘My Life in Music’. This raised
£400. Jane and | visited St Peter and St James Halwell. A well-maintained church with some interesting
interpretation boards. Refreshments were available and the names of several visitors were on the list.
The church had been awarded a grant of £3000 at the last meeting. Money well spent, | thought. Next,
we arrived at St Alban’s Beaworthy. A tiny church being lovingly maintained by a small team, one of whom
we met and enjoyed some refreshments. Next was St Thomas of Canterbury, Northlew. A fascinating
church with an enormous rood screen. An enthusiastic team was serving lunches. They also prepared
several interesting exhibits. | was able to increase my knowledge of Thomas Becket. We rounded off our
day at St James; Jacobstow. An immaculate church serving excellent cream teas to a large number of
people. It’s a real credit to Duncan and his team. We enjoyed our day and we hope others did the same.”
We all agree with Danny’s amazement at how much effort everyone puts into looking after Devon’s rural
churches.
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Malcolm, Shirley and Haylor in the Otter Valley on RIDE and STRIDE 2025 — from Colaton
Raleigh to Payhembury visiting West hill, Wiggaton, Venn Ottery and Newton Poppleford.

They told us, “We were delighted by the donations we
received from neighbours, friends, family and members of
Tipton St John and St Gregory's Venn Ottery, and St Luke's
Newton Poppleford, and St Mary's Ottery St Mary, and also a
WhatsApp group from Bristol university Medical School year
of '82, who were very generous in supporting Devon Historic
Churches Trust. We had a really enjoyable ride around the 12
churches of the Otter Vale mission community, and were able
to stop off at each church en route to pray for peace in
Ukraine and Gaza. We also enjoyed biscuits and refreshments
provided courtesy of several churches en route. The weather
was kind to us, and we only had a couple of short showers of
rain, so for the most part dodged the heavier showers. We
managed to find Escot and Alfington churches, and noted the
connection of Alfington with Rev. Patteson, who was a
missionary to the Solomon Islands, and is commemorated in
the Patteson way walk from St Andrews Old Feniton, to OSM.
We managed a relatively traffic free route with only one steep
climb up to West hill from Tipton through Metcombe. We
have a very low gear deliberately on our tandem so we can
get up the hills! Our paths crossed with Haylor Lass from
Newton Poppleford at the beginning of our ride and at the
end in our nearest church of St Gregory Venn Ottery. He
appears in some of our photos. Out total raised for DHCT was
£700 plus £125 gift aided. A total of £825. Thank you to all
our generous donors.”
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The Venerable Nick Shutt, DHCT Trustee, reported on some of the fund-raising ideas in the
West Dartmoor Mission Community

As Nick says, it is a great opportunity to raise funds for both Devon Historic Churches Trust and for the local

church as funds raised are split equally.

Sometimes the idea of
riding or striding does
not appeal but do not
let that put you off!

St Peter’s Meavy held a
French Breakfast as a
fundraiser in a Village
Hall and set up a
tabletop sale.

St Mary'’s Walkhamptontook a dlfferent approach. Even though the church was undergomg repairs — part
funded by a grant from DHCT — they opened the church and served tea, coffee and cake for the afternoon as
they welcomed locals and their dogs!

West Dartmoor Mission Community — Churches in

Yelverton, Walkhampton, Horrabridge, Meavy and

Princetown to see details of future events planned
in the beautiful West Dartmoor churches.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the success of another Devon Historic
Churches Day (incorporating ‘Ride and Stride’). The Trustees are so grateful for all
your fund-raising initiatives, energy, enthusiasm, and resources. Our Trustees and
Deanery Representatives have been amazed at the care demonstrated by parish
communities in looking after the historic churches and chapels in Devon, from coast
to country, towns and villages. The volunteers in the parishes raise funds, year after

year, to help those churches in their hour of need. Thank you.
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continue giving grants to assist wi
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the QR code to make a donation or
visit www.devonhistoricchurches co.uk
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News from Devon Historic Churches Trust

A farewell bouquet for Mary. Please visit the Trust’s website to see a report of our farewell to
Lady Burnell-Nugent and our grateful recognition of her service to the Trust for thirteen years.
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We are looking to appoint someone to succeed our retiring Chair from January 2026.

Devon Historic Churches Trust (DHCT) is a volunteer led charity founded in 1973 to support churches and
chapels of Christian denominations with funding towards repair and maintenance.
www.devonhistoricchurches.co.uk

We hope to appoint someone with strategic vision and ability to attract and motivate people to help drive the
work of the charity (Registration No. 1189807). We would welcome expressions of interest and informal discussion
about the role. Please contact our Vice Chair (canonfennemore@btinternet.com) or Acting Honorary Secretary

(pcc@larkbeare.net) for a role overview and details of responsibilities. Term 3 — 5 years. Location: Remote working

to cover the County of Devon and Diocese of Exeter.

DEVON HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST IS RECRUITING!

The Trust also seeks to recruit Trustees and Deanery Representatives to play an active role in our
objective to ‘Save Devon’s Churches for Future Generations.” Could you help us?

Trustees play an active role to ensure that our charity is carrying out its purpose for the public
benefit and comply with the charity’s governance and the law. The Trust has a particular need for
volunteers with marketing and social media skills. Deanery Representatives are our ambassadors
in the parishes and support the volunteers. Please talk to any of us if you might be interested
in any of the roles or contact our Vice Chair, Canon Nick Fennemore
canonfennemore@btinternet.com or Acting Hon Secretary, Charlie Hutchings pcc@larkbeare.net

We would love to hear of your events or activities to share on our website or in the next Newsletter.
Newsletter Editor Trustee: Mrs Lee Ann Martin. DHCT.LeeAnn@outlook.com.
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